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SUPREME  COURT  RULINGS 


Freedom  of  religion  upheld  l™^eT 

High  court  sides  r  ~. ..  freedom 


WASHINGTON  (BP)  -  Just  a 
’  few  days  prior  to  its  historic 
Hobby  Lobby  ruling  on  abor¬ 
tion-causing  drug  mandates, 
the  US.  Supreme  Court  unani¬ 
mously  delivered  a  victory  for 
the  tree-speech  rights  of  peace¬ 
ful  pro-life  advocates  outside 
abortion  dinics. 

The  high  court  on  June  26 
struck  down  a  Massachusetts 


— -r  arguments  on  March  26.  A  sharply  divided  court  ruled  June 
p  30  in  favor  of  the  companies'  religious  freedom.  (BP  photo) 
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WILLIAM  PERKINS 


Hobby  Lobby  and  freedom 
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7“j  proiesiors  snowed  up  at 
the  front  door  of  a  Hobby  Lobby 
store  in  Napierville,  IL  to  hand 
out  condoms.  Among  the  pro¬ 
testors  in  .1  video  posted  on  the 
Internet  by  The  Daily  Herald  in 
M"k  ™“ters,  wear- 
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Among  Protestant  paston 

How  often  do  you  speak  to  your  church 
in  sermons  or  large  group  messages 
about  domestic  or  sexual  violence? 


Swifilbm 


About  one*  ■ 
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Responses  pastors  have  used  when  dealing 
with  domestic  and  sexual  violence  situations 
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I  have  not  dealt  wits 
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Is  domestic  or  sexual  violence  a  problem? 


Survey:  pastors  don't  address 
domestic  abuse  often  enough 


■min' 


NASHVILLE  (BP)  —  A  new 
survev  from  LifeWay  Re¬ 
search  found  most  Protestant 
senior  pastors  say  they  know 
victims  of  domestic  violence 
and  believe  stopping  abuse  is 
a  pro-life  issue  —  but  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  study  those  pastors 
seldom  address  domestic  vio¬ 
lence  from  the  pulpit  and  less 
than  half  have  been  trained  in 
how  to  help  victims. 

Those  are  among  the  find¬ 
ings  of  a  new  telephone  sur¬ 
vey  of  1,000  senior  pastors 
of  Protestant  churches  from 
LifeWay  Research,  a  divi¬ 
sion  of  LifeWay  Christian  Re¬ 
sources  in  Nashville.  The  sur¬ 
vey  was  co-sponsored  by  two 
Christiar  nonprofits:  Wash¬ 
ington,  D.C.-based  Sojourn¬ 
ers  and  Marvland-based  IMA 
World  Health. 

Sojourners  president  Jim 
Wallis  said  the  survey  shows 
churches  can  do  more  to  ad¬ 
dress  domestic  violence. 
"This  is  a  conversation  the 
church  needs  to  be  having 
but  isn’t.  We  cannot  remain 
silent  when  our  brothers  and 
sisters  live  under  the  threat 
of  violence  in  their  homes 
and  communities." 

The  recent  LifeWay  Re¬ 
search  pastor’s  survey  is  one 
of  the  first  of  its  kina  on  the 
topic  of  domestic  violence.  Re¬ 
searchers  found  42%  of  pas¬ 
tors  "rarely'  or  “never"  speak 
about  domestic  violence. 
Twenty-two  percent  speak  to 
their  church  about  the  Issue 
once  a  year. 

"When  two-thirds  of  pas¬ 
tors  address  the  issue  of  do¬ 
mestic  violence  in  church  one 
time  a  year  or  less,  we  have  a 
serious  disconnect  with  the 
realities  of  American  life," 
said  Ed  Stetzer,  president  of 
LifeWay  Research. 

"Pastors  cannot  ignore  or 
downplay  the  issue,  when  lives 
are  being  ruined  —  and  some¬ 
times  lost  —  through  sexual 
and  domestic  violence  right 
in  their  own  communities  and 
churches.  The  church  needs  to 


be  part  of  the  solution  here. 
This  is  an  issue  where  peo¬ 
ple  of  faith,  across  theologi¬ 
cal  lines,  can  speak  together 
that  it  matters,  we  care,  and  it 
must  change.’ 

Pastors  also  tend  to  down¬ 
play  the  possibility  domestic 
violence  can  affect  their  con¬ 
gregation.  For  pastors  who 
don't  address  the  issue,  29% 
believe  domestic  violence  is 
not  a  problem  in  their  church. 
Pastors  who  do  speak  about 
domestic  violence  are  more 
likely  to  say  it  is  a  problem  for 
their  community  (72%)  than 
their  church  (25%). 

According  to  a  20to  nation¬ 
al  survey  from  the  federal  Cen¬ 
ters  for  Disease  Control  and 
Prevention  in  Atlanta,  more 
than  35.6%  of  women  and 
28.5%  of  men  have  “experi¬ 
enced  rape,  physical  violence, 
and/or  stalking  by  an  intimate 
partner  in  their  Metune." 

That  tame  survey  found 
34.3%  of  women  and  13.8%  of 
men  have  been  "hit  with  a  fist 
or  something  hard,  beaten, 
slammed  against  something  at 
some  point  in  their  lifetime' 
by  an  intimate  partner. 

Stetzer  said,  "The  Gospel 
sets  prisoners  free  —  and  that 
includes  victims  of  domestic 
violence,  who  often  feel  like 
prisoners  in  their  own  homes. 
Pastors  can  do  more  to  pro¬ 
claim  that  message." 

Justin  Holcomb,  co-author 
of  Is  It  My  Fault?:  Hope  and 
Healing  for  Those  Suffer¬ 
ing  Domestic  Violence,  said 
victims  of  abuse  often  blame 
themselves  -  but  hearing  ser¬ 
mons  about  stopping  domestic 


violence  reminds  victims  that 
God  cares  about  their  suffer¬ 
ing  and  gives  them  hope  that 
God  can  deliver  them  from  the 
evil  of  domestic  violence. 

Some  abusers,  Holcomb 
said,  use  scriptures  like  Mala- 
chi  2:16,  which  says  God  hates 
divorce  in  some  translations, 
against  their  victims.  He  be¬ 
lieves  pastors  can  counteract 
that  message. 

"God  says  He  hates  divorce. 
He  also  nates  the  abuse  of 
women,"  Holcomb  said. 

LifeWay  Research  also 
found  that  52%  of  senior  pas¬ 
tors  don’t  have  sufficient 
training  to  address  cases  of 
domestic  or  sexual  violence. 
Eighty-one  percent  say  they 
would  take  action  to  reduce 
domestic  violence  if  they  had 
more  training. 

Seventy-four  percent  of 
pastors  know  of  a  friend,  fami¬ 
ly  member,  or  church  member 
who  haa  experienced  domes¬ 
tic  violence,  and  83%  say  they 
would  turn  to  outside  experts 
in  order  to  address  cases  of 
domestic  violence. 

Sixty-two  percent  have  also 
provided  "couples  or  marriage 
counseling'  to  those  experi¬ 
encing  domestic  violence.  Ad¬ 
vocates  for  victims  say  that’s  s 
dangerous  practice,  especially 
for  women  who  are  victims  of 
abuse.  A  counseling  session 
may  actually  lead  to  more  vio¬ 
lence,  Holcomb  said. 

“She’s  going  back  home 
with  that  guy,  he  said,  “and 
if  she  made  him  look  bad 
in  front  of  a  pastor  —  she 
will  pay  for  it  when  she  gets 
back home," 


Condemned  Christian  flees  to  American  embassy  in  Sudan 


KHARTOUM,  Sudan  (BP)  - 

Persecuted  Sudanese  Chris¬ 
tian  Meriam  Ibrahim  is  staying 
at  the  U.S.  embassy  in  Khar¬ 
toum,  Sudan,  for  her  safety, 
she  told  CNN  by  phone,  and 
is  unable  to  leave  the  country 
that  in  May  condemned  her  to 
torture  and  death  because  of 
her  Christian  faith. 

Ibrahim  also  said  doctors 
have  told  her  that  her  daughter 
Maya,  the  baby  she  delivered  in 
May  in  a  Sudanese  prison,  may 
never  be  able  to  walk  because 


Ibrahim  was  forced  to  undergo 
childbirth  with  her  legs  chained. 

“Something  has  happened 
to  the  baby,  she  told  CNN  "I 
don’t  know  in  the  future  whether 
shell  need  support  to  walk  or 
not  I  couldn't  open  my  legs  so 
the  women  had  to  lift  me  off  the 
table.  I  wasn’t  lying  00  the  table  " 

Ibrahim’s  situation  remains 
shrouded  in  controversy  after 
a  Sudanese  appeals  court  over¬ 
turned  her  death  sentence  and 
released  her  from  prison  June 
23,  only  to  have  her  subjected  to 


rearrest  a  day  later  as  she  tried  to 
leave  the  country. 

About  40  Sudanese  police  of¬ 
ficers  seized  her  at  the  Khartoum 
airport,  accusing  her  of  trying  to 
flee  Sudan  with  falsified  papers. 
She  has  been  released  from  jail 
on  the  latest  charge  but  forbid¬ 
den  to  leave  the  country,  accord¬ 
ing  to  news  reports. 

"It’s  my  right  to  use  the  pa¬ 
pers  and  have  a  South  Sudanese 
passport  because  my  husband  is 
a  South  Sudanese  citizen.  He  has 
an  American  paasport  and  South 


Sudanese  passport  1  never  forged 
anypapers,"  she  told  CNN. 

Ibrahim  remains  committed 
to'ier  Christian  faith  but  is  afraid 
for  her  life  and  unsure  of  her  next 
move,  CNN  reported  on  July  1 

Ibrahim  was  born  to  a  Suda¬ 
nese  Muslim  father  and  an  Ethio¬ 
pian  Orthodox  Christian  mother, 
but  her  lather  disappeared  from 
her  life  when  she  was  six  years 
old.  Though  her  mother  reared 
her  as  a  Christian,  Islamic  law  as¬ 
serts  she  is  Muslim  by  birth  be¬ 
cause  her  father  was  Muslim. 


Ibrahim's  marriage  to  Dan¬ 
iel  Wani,  a  Christian,  is  treated 
as  adultery  under  Islam's  sharia 
law.  She  was  given  a  sentence  of 
100  lashes  for  that  offense.  Au¬ 
thorities  reportedly  had  planned 
to  carry  out  the  whipping  and 
then  the  execution,  after  Ibrahim 
nursed  her  daughter  to  age  two 
She  and  her  husband  also  have 
a  21-month-old  son,  Martin,  who 
lived  alongside  his  mother  in  the 
prison  because  officials  would 
not  release  him  to  his  father  due 
to  his  father1-  Christianity 
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The  article  captured  my  attention 
simply  because  I  was  interested 
to  know  where  my  state,  Missis¬ 
sippi,  ranked.  The  title  of  the  article 
was,  ‘to  Worst  States  to  Live  In.’  I 
quickly  glanced  over  the  article  and 
started  going  down  the  list.  It  was 
ranked  to,  9. 8,  7. 6, 5,  4. 3.  2.  «  only 
to  discover  that  we  did  not  make  the 
top  ten.  According  to  the  article  they 
looked  at  numerous  factors  including 
crime  rate,  local  attractions,  health¬ 
care,  environment,  and  we,  in  Missis¬ 
sippi,  did  not  get  in  tbe  top  ten.  Now 
I'm  not  going  to  give  you  the  list  here 
because  I  am  afraid  that  if  I  gave  you 
the  list  I’d  have  to  stop  and  comment 
on  some  of  them  and  I  refuse  to  do 
that.  I  was  pleased  to  see,  though, 
that  several  of  them  were  northern 
states  and  I  wholeheartedly  agree 
with  their  assessment,  but,  of  course, 
a  number  o'  them  were  our  southern 
states  and  southeastern  states. 

It  is  amazing  to  me  that  in  the  top 
five  were  found  some  states  that  were 
among  the  favorites  of  my  thinking, 
including  the  number  one  worst  state 
to  live  in,  they  said,  not  I  said,  was 
Tennessee.  Where  did  these  people 
go?  What  did  they  look  at?  Well, 
according  to  tbe  article,  the  FBI  stats 
from  3012  show  that  they  were  not 
in  good  favor  with  law  abiding  folks. 
Healthcare  was  not  looked  on  favor¬ 
ably  and  their  high  rate  of  diabetes 
ana  obesity  did  not  put  them  in  good 
standing,  either.  Tbe  fact  that  many 
of  the  adults  were  smokers  was  a  neg¬ 
ative  also.  But,  again.  I  was  so  elated 
that  we  didn’t  make  the  list,  1  could 
hardly  pay  attention  to  what  they  were 
looking  at  in  these  other  placer 


and  joys.  Heaven  -  where  there  is 
no  sickness  and  there  is  no  death  and 
there  is  no  sin  and  no  broken  and  ru¬ 
ined  relationships  and  no  separation 
and  no  storms  and  no  grief  and  no 
uncertainty  or  anxiety.  The  list  of  all 
of  the  good  things  that  are  going  to  be 
<  there  and  the  bad  things  that  are  not 
going  to  be  there  are  almost  limitless’ 
to  the  point  that  the  Scripture  says, 
‘Eye  hath  not  seen,  nor  ear  heard, 
neither  have  entered  into  the  heart  of 
man,  the  things  which  God  hath  pre¬ 
pared  for  them  that  love  him’  (1  Cor. 


Choosing  Where  You 
Want  to  Live 


Most  of  you  know  this  but  in  case  As  I  thought  about  it,  I  thought  ^  “a  Jesu^  Sn.  John  in 
you  don  t,  I  would  just  share  with  yon  about  the  fact  that  so  many  people  do  #  ,ospei  opens  by  say- 

and  the  whole  world  that  I  love  Mis-  not  get  to  decide  where  they  are  go-  j  “He  (Jesus)  came  unto  his  own, 

sissippi.  I  love  her  people,  her  places,  ingtolive.  I  suppose  that  s  all  of  us,  and  his  own  received  him  not.  But  as 

I  love  her  river,  her  coast,  her  moun-  pretty  much,  that  our  circumstances  many  t8  received  him,  to  them  gave 

tains.  I  love  her  weather,  especially  or  influences  that  would  pull  us  in  one  he  tjje  t0  become  the  sons  of 
when  it’s  hot  and  humid.  I  just  love  direction  or  another  even  if  we  could  q0<ii  ayen  to  tbem  that  believe  on  his 

Mississippi.  I’m  thankful  the  Lord  say  we’d  rather  live  somewhere  else.  name’  (John  1:11-12).  Throughout 

has  given  me  the  privilege  and  bless-  But  think  about  it.  The  day  is  coming  His  lifetime  here  on  this  earth  and  far 

ing  of  living  in  Mississippi  most  of  my  when  everyone  of  us  can  and  must  beyond  as  He  sits  at  the  right  of  the 

life.  I’ve  lived  in  some  other  states,  decide  where  we're  going  to  live  for  Father,  Jesus  offers  life  everlasting, 

but  if  I  could  just  make  a  choice  on  eternity.  There  are  only  two  choices,  It  is  free.  It  is  for  all.  It  is  for  you. 

my  own  just  to  be  somewhere.  I’d  be  but  you’re  going  to  decide.  Heaven  or  And  this  very  day  you  can  receive  Him 

where  I  am.  I’m  blessed  by  the  folks  hell  and  there  is  no  in  between.  Your  or  reject  Him.  Choose  Christ  today, 

in  this  state,  their  hospitality,  their  destiny  will  be  decided  by  your  deci-  Choose  heaven  forever, 

kindness,  their  love.  All  that  said  sion  related  to  theprovisions  of  God 

I’m  still  glad  we  didn't  make  the  *10  in  His  Son,  Jesus  Christ.  Just  imag-  The  author  can  be  contacted  at 
Worst  States  to  Live  In.’  ine  heaven  with  ail  of  its  provisions  directionsQmbcb.org. 
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Clarke  Reunion  Slated 


Hearinq  is  Believin' 


►  Alumni  and  friends  of  Clark*  Memorial  Co  Hag*  are  invited 
to  attend  the  school's  annual  reunion  on  July  25  (5-10  p.m.)  and 
July  26  (9  a  m. -3  p.m.).  The  event  will  be  held  m  the  Fellowship 
Hall  of  First  Church,  Newton. 
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GUARANTEED 
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PRAY  FOR  GOD  TO 
RENEW  OUR  HEARTS  FOR 
HIS  MISSION. 


GIVE  YOU 
A  NEW 
HEART 


PLAN  YOUR  CHURCH'S 
STATE  MISSION  EMPHASIS 
BETWEEN  AUGUST  & 
OCTOBER. 


MARGARET  LACKEY 
RESOURCES  PACKETS  WILL 
ARRIVE  IN  JUNE. 

OFFERING  FOR  STATEMISSIOfC 
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Run  less  otherwise  noted. 
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DO  SOMETHING  NEW) 


TUESDAY 
AUGUST  26 
CENTRAL  HILLS 
KOSCIUSKO  ' 
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WORTH  greenwood  safttst  church,  greenwood 
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south  MMranfc 

MONDAY.  AUGUST  1 1 

LBANON  SAfTIST  ASSOCIATION,  HATTXSSIMtG 

TUESDAY.  AUGUST  12 

JACKSON  COUNTY  SAfTIST  ASSOCIATION.  fASCAQOULA 

WEDNESDAY.  AUGUST  13 

LINCOLN  SAfTIST  ASSOCIATION.  StOOKHAVTN 

THURSDAY.  AUGUST  )4 

mttSas*”*Armr  CONVENTION  SOAK.  JACKSON 
FWOAY.  AUGUST  15 
FltST  SAfTIST  CHURCH.  NEWTON 
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A  CHALLENGE  FOR  A  NEW  GENERATION 
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and  Saturday  lunch) 


Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 
Paula  Smith 
P-O.  Box  530 
Jackaon,  MS  39205 
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Better  care  lor  everyone 
in  your  family. 


‘w 


BAPTIST 


From  your  bronze  booties  through 
your  golden  years  Baptist  DeSoto 
can  help  keep  every  generation 
healthy.  Our  maternity  and  pediatric 
services  give  every  child  the  chance 
tor  a  beautiful  beginning,  and  our 
investment  in  technology  and 
comprehensive  services  means 
every  adult  has  access  to  advanced 

care  dose  to  home.  Get  better  with 

Baptist. 


Get  Better. 
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In  other  VBS  News: 

-  6th  grade.  '  S,°n*w,H-  JulV  l3  - 17;  5  30  -  8:30  p  m. ;  family  night,  July  17;  Ages  3  (potty  trained) 
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SPEECH 

c«w».  from  p.  1 

on  entrance  into  the  zone* 
with  exception!  for  specified 


.  -dom  that  ha*  been  an  essential 
.part  or  American  life  since  the 
.nation’s  founding.” 

-American*  have  the  freedom 

to  talk  to  whomever  they  please 
■on  public  aidewalks,"  Rienzi, 
who  is  alhed  with  the  Alliance 
Drfwding  Freedom,  said  in  a 
written  release.  “That  include* 
Peocefol  pro-lifers  like  Eleanor 
McCullen,  who  just  wants  to 
oner  information  and  help  to 
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the  nvere,  bon  and  an  eternity  with  Him  This  world 

awvn  Gods  is  not  our  home.  Look  forward  with  hope 

s>ng  with  me.  “My  hope  is  in  the'^ord 
Wh°  «S'*11Hl»“*lf  for  me,  and  paid  the 
“««ased  price  of  all  my  sin  at  Calvary'  (My  Hope 
Jus,  and  its  Is  m  the  Lord,  written  by  Norman  J 
nd  Evening  Clayton  ©1945).  1  i-muian 

verses  5~7, 

J^*a’™nb~'*F**OrUr*, 


being  fulfilled  the  Biblical  definition  is  means  "ahle 

mucEdiffiaent  It  n«n. confidence;^  ITtecS™ 

ting  complete  trust  and  forth  in  the  hv-  1 1  tVZT 
"*  ho^e-Je^  Chri*.  Warren  Wier^e 
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HOBBY  LOBBY 

cant,  from  p.  1 

It  serves  as  a  strong  reminder 
to  each  of  us,  that  the  First 
Amendment  extends  to  indi¬ 
viduals  and  business  owners, 
not  just  to  churches  and  other 
houses  of  worship  " 

Russell  Moore,  president  of 
the  Southern  Baptist  Ethics  & 
Religious  Liberty  Commission 
(ERLC)  in  Nashville,  said  the 
ruling  was  an  “exhilarating  vie*- 
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am  encour-  of  the***  u»fi  _  *  'v*e  WIttl  Hobby  Lobby.  In  a  separate 

3rs’ struggle  p ***'  N™*n  and  Sam  Hahn, 

Sr’s 

s  wra  joy,  conception,  they  objectedon  re-  fcftCbSSL  and  Hobbv 
suit  in  fed-  L"bby  lost  their  Xu  for  famine- 
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injunctions.  The  Tenth 


- - r-“*  w  uic  u.o. 

Supreme  Court. 

Toe  government  maintained 
throughout  the  proceedings  at 
the  Supreme  Court  that  the  fed¬ 
eral  government  had  a  "compel¬ 
ling  interest"  in  mandating  the 
a>vera@  of  contraceptives.  The 
Court,  however,  derided  in  a  5-4 
derision  there  was  no  such  inter 
est  when  measured  against  the 
provisions  of  the  RFRA. 
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Just  for  the  Record 


LIBERTY  CHURCH,  CARROLL  COUNTY,  honored  moth¬ 
er*  in  ettendance  May  11.  Shown  are  Jean  Dubard,  mother 
with  moat  family  member*  present;  Blance  Dubard,  oldest 
mother;  and  A*hley  Chesteen  and  ton  Donnie,  youngest 
mother.  Gary  Tanner,  pastor. 


Jama*  Paul  Wiltshire,  4,  of  COILA  CHURCH, 
CARROLL  ASSOCIATION,  set  up  a  lem¬ 
onade  stand  to  raise  monev  for  the  Baptist 
Children's  Village,  raising  $4*. 


CALVARY  CHURCH.  BOGUE  CHITTO,  recognized  all  fa¬ 
thers  on  Father's  Day.  Shaun  Bailey  was  recognised  as  young¬ 
est  father  and  Melvin  Allen  was  recognized  as  oldest  lather. 

All  fathers  received  a  fishing  lure  at  the  end  of  the  service.  He! 

Hatten,  pastor. 


In  other  Church  News: 

►  Concord  Church,  UtSeWaoo,  will  host  Wayne  VanHom,  who  will 
present  In  the  Footsteps  of  Jesus  July  13, 6  pzn. 

>  The  Gaither  Vocal  Band,  with  guitarist  K’vin  Williams  and  vo¬ 
calist  Charlotte  Kitchie,  will  be  in  concert  at  Hrst  Church,  Jackaon. 
July  12,  6  p.m.  Tickets  are  available  by  calling  (855)  484-1991;  in¬ 
formation  at  (601)  949-1900. 


Several  member*  of  churches  from  WEBSTER  ASSOCIATION  participated  in  a  miaaion  trip 
to  Weat  Virginia. 


Bradley  Eaves  and  Dental  Ray  to  the  goapel  min- 
STEELE  CHURCH.  SCOTT  ASSOC  IA  iatry  Jtjpe  16.  Eavee  serves  as  the  church's  youth 

TION,  recognized  2014  seniors  Britney  Sharp,  pastor  and  Ray  is  a  college  student  Shown  are 
Trey  Rushing,  and  Brooke  Thrash.  pastor  Corey  Fontan,  Ray,  and  Eaves. 
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